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THE CHRISTIAN WEDDING
 
A Christian wedding is an occasion of great joy and happiness.  A Christian bride and groom desire to begin life together with the blessing of their gracious and loving God, so they come to god’s house to be united in marriage.  Wives, submit to your husbands as to the Lord.  For the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the head of the church, his body, of which he is the Savior.  Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit to their husbands in everything.  Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the word, and to present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless (Ephesians 5:22-27).  They pray for god’s presence and ask for His blessing on their new life together.  But just being there isn’t worship and doesn’t grant blessings.  Only that which is done makes the service a Christian wedding.  All who are present join with the couple in giving thanks and praise to God for His good will.  They give God the foremost place in this service held to unite them as man and wife and make it the worship it truly should be.
 
Because it is a special day for you, we can easily lose sight of this important goal in the wedding service.  It is very human to let other things, such as, the flowers, the gowns and dresses, the music, or you yourselves become the primary objects of attention.  The real focus of worship can easily be lost.  We need to remember that, first of all, marriage is an ordinance of God (Then the LORD God made a woman from the rib he had taken out of the man, and he brought her to the man.  The man said, “This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called woman, for she was taken out of man.”  For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and they will become one flesh.  Genesis 1:22-24) and that we are asking God’s blessing by being married in a Christian church.
 
Because so many churches these days are forgetting this Christ-centered approach to Christian Wedding Worship, we have found guests who attend weddings here are very much moved and inspired by the rededication to true worship involved in the wedding service.  (“Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God and obey it.” Luke 11:28)
By avoiding the sensational and sentimental and emphasizing the Christ centered character of the ceremony you are not only pleasing God and yourselves, but also those you invite to worship with you.  When discussing details with the pastors you will note, therefore, that there are certain areas in which the Church speaks with clarity and finality so that the proper emphasis might be maintained.  Because the wedding is a public ceremony of the church, the pastors have a responsibility to the congregation to see that the worship is carried out in a reverent and dignified manner.
 
In accord with God’s will and institution of marriage, and your desire to exchange your vows in church while asking God to bless your marriage, it is the policy of this church not to perform any marriages of couples who are living together prior to their wedding date.  Options for correcting this wrong should be discussed with the pastors.
 
The following items in this wedding packet are to assist you and your family in planning your wedding.  Please use this as your guide.  If there is a question regarding a matter that is not covered in this manual, please call the church office.
 



REQUIREMENTS
 
A Christian wedding is one of the most treasured days in the life of a Christian.  We, at Trinity Lutheran Church, want to do all we can to make it a joyful occasion that both of you will cherish forever. 
 
SETTING THE DATE & TIME
It is God’s will that marriage be a lifetime commitment. To help ensure that your marriage will conform to that design, it is our goal to help build relationships. Therefore, we require at least a six month waiting period from the time you schedule your marriage service to the actual wedding date.

CONFIRMATION OF DATE
Reservations will be considered firm when a deposit of $100.00 is remitted to the church office.  This deposit will go toward the total price of your wedding.  Please make checks payable to Trinity Lutheran Church (please note wedding date on your check).  If for any reason the wedding should be cancelled, we require a signed letter of cancellation.

PRE MARRIAGE COUNSELING
Trinity has these requirements for marriage:  (1) Both bride and groom will attend  a four session class called “Saving Your Marriage Before It Starts”.  This class will be offered 3 times per year, typically on Sunday mornings from 9:15 am to 10:45 am during the months of January, March and September.  After selecting the class you wish to attend please notify Denise Obrecht, Wedding Administrator, at the church office 586-731-4490 ext. 122 or email at: deniseo@trinityutica.com.; (2) Both bride and groom will take the online Prepare/Enrich survey (see the directions for taking the Prepare/Enrich survey form); (3) The bride and groom will then meet with a pastor to discuss the Prepare/Enrich Survey and any other appropriate topics.  
 
There is a very important purpose for all of the marriage preparation.  Social scientists, the government, and psychologists have discovered that one of the keys to preventing divorce is for couples to go through such a program as this.  Our intention is that every couple married at Trinity will have a firm foundation for a relationship that will last “as long as you both shall live.” 
 
To ensure that we have plenty of time to complete all that is necessary in preparing for your wedding, be sure to contact us as soon as possible so that we may send information, and review the process with you.  Thank you for your cooperation. 
 
CLERGY PARTICIPATION
The pastors of Trinity rotate officiating marriage services.  Because of the LCMS (Lutheran Church Missouri Synod) position which is based on the Biblical understanding of a unity of faith, clergymen from other denominations are not permitted to participate in Lutheran worship services, including weddings.
 
If your spouse to be is a member of another LCMS congregation and you would like to have that pastor participate, please discuss this with a pastor from Trinity.  Proper procedure is for the invite to be extended by the officiating pastor.
 
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES, DRUGS & SMOKING
There are to be no alcoholic beverages, drugs, or tobacco products on Trinity property or on streets adjacent to Trinity, in connection with your wedding. Please inform your limousine service and wedding party.  Consuming of alcohol anywhere on the church campus may result in the pastor refusing to perform the wedding ceremony.  Also, those attending rehearsal and wedding should not have been drinking alcoholic beverages prior to their participation in either event.
 




PHOTOGRAPHS
Make sure that the photographer contacts the wedding coordinators prior to the wedding, so that they may inform the photographer as to what pictures may be taken and when. Absolutely no flash photography is allowed during the service by the professional photographer or the camera of a guest, including cell phone cameras.  Please finish the post-wedding photography at least 1 hour before the start of the next wedding or evening worship service (Saturdays at 5:30 pm).
 
VIDEOGRAPHER 
Video cameras may be used to record the wedding service. The camera must be stationary and  located in the balcony of the church. PHOTOGRAPHERS AND VIDEOGRAPHER ARE TO REMAIN STATIONARY DURING THE SERVICE and must remain in the back of the church only or in the balcony. Because the chancel is considered a sacred part of the sanctuary, neither cameras nor cameramen are permitted in the chancel.  At the discretion of the pastor, a stationary video camera may be allowed in the Chancel doorway.
 
RICE, BIRD SEED, CONFETTI 
The throwing of rice, bird seed or confetti inside or outside the building is not permitted.
 
RUNNERS
Due to safety concerns runners will not be allowed for any wedding service.
 
CHURCH FURNISHINGS, DECORATIONS, PARAMENTS
You have chosen to be married in church to thank God for bringing you together, to ask His blessings upon you and to keep the service Christ focused.  Keeping Christ in your lives will be the greatest wedding gift you can receive.  With this in mind, remember, a wedding service does not interrupt the celebration of the church year festivals.  Therefore, church furnishings, special decorations and the colored paraments are not allowed to be replaced, changed or removed.
.
WEDDING MUSIC
The wedding ceremony, being a worship service intended to give glory to God, will use music that properly glorifies God. Carla Hudgens, of our Music Department, is in charge of all musical plans and arrangements for weddings.  Please contact her no less than 1 month prior to your wedding date for consultation.
 
If your wedding service has no other music, it is almost certain to have music accompanying the entrance and recessional of the bridal party. Music for the processional and recessional should reflect the Christian nature of the wedding. Therefore, Trinity's policy avoids the use of music from operas or movies. Such music may be lovely, but does not fall into the category of "worship music." The traditional "Bridal March" from the opera "Lohengrin," as well as that from "A MidSummernight's Dream" by Mendelssohn are not used for this reason. The LUTHERAN WORSHIP AGENDA states: "Music selected for the rite should embody high standards of quality and be within the ability of the performers.  The music should reflect the praise of God and His steadfast love in Christ as the foundation and model for marriage."
 
The use of a soloist or small musical ensemble is a source of special music for the wedding service. The music department can introduce you to or recommend many fine Christian songs. Hymns suitable for congregational singing may also be sung as solos in the wedding service.
 
The use of instruments such as the harpsichord, trumpet, violin, flute, or oboe can be effective in the wedding service. Brass instruments may be used where a particularly festive note is desired. Again, such arrangements may be made through Carla Hudgens.
 
Even if another musician is to be used, the Minister of Music is still in charge and needs to be aware of all music plans.
 




NON MEMBER WEDDINGS
Trinity does not do non-member weddings, however, at the discretion of an individual pastor,  he may perform a marriage service for a non member couple.  Special consideration may be given if either the bride or groom has a relative as a member of the congregation.
 
FLOWER GIRLS
Flower girls may be used, but due to safety reasons, are not allowed to drop flower petals, feathers, etc.

RING BEARERS
For the protection of your investment, and to insure that the marriage goes as smoothly as possible, wedding rings are not allowed to be fastened to the bearer pillow.  Rings should be kept with the Best Man or Maid/Matron of Honor.  The Best Man is preferred as their hands are free and it is easier to gather the rings from one individual.
 
THE REHEARSAL
Trinity’s Wedding Coordinators direct the rehearsal under the supervision of the pastor.  You should have discussed any special requests concerning the service prior to the rehearsal.  You should see to it that all members of the wedding party are present at the rehearsal and it should begin promptly at the designated time.  Those present should conduct themselves in a manner in keeping with the setting.  It is very important that all pay attention to the directions given at the rehearsal so that they will not “miss their cue” on the wedding day.  Attire may be informal, but in good taste.
 
YOUR GUESTS
Your wedding is a celebration of the whole church.  As a member of Trinity Lutheran Church you are a member of the family of God.  The people who attend your wedding aren’t merely spectators, they are worshippers and also members of the community of believers.  You might want to involve them not only in prayers, but also in singing hymns.  There are many hymns of praise and thanksgiving that are appropriate for weddings.  They could be used in place of a solo selection or even for the processional.  Hymns are an excellent means of involving the people present in your worship service.  
 
WEDDING BULLETINS
An optional wedding service program can be printed listing the Order of Service and the names of all participants.  There is a charge for printing the programs, which is listed on Trinity’s Wedding Fee Sheet.  You may go online to warnerpress.org to “wedding bulletins” and make a choice of which bulletin you would like.  We prefer the 8 1/2 x 11 size.  
 
Please call or email Denise Obrecht with the SKU# that you want and she will place the order. 
586-731-4490 ext 122 or deniseo@trinityutica.com
 
 


TRINITY’S GENERAL ORDER OF WORSHIP FOR WEDDINGS:
 
Pre Service Music
 
Seating of The Families
 
Ringing of the Bells
 
  Processional 
 
Invocation and Opening Prayer
 
Scripture Readings:  
(you may choose 1-3 readings from the following– or discuss other readings with a pastor)
  
1 Corinthians 13:4 – 8a
2 Corinthians 13:11
Ephesians 5:21-33
Genesis 2:18-24
James 1:16-18
Jeremiah 32:38-39
John 2:1-11
Joshua 24:15
Matthew 7:24-27
Matthew 19:5-6
Numbers 6:24-26
Philippians 2:1-5
Psalm 23
Psalm 33:20
Psalm 37:5
Psalm 103:17-18
Psalm 121
Psalm 128
Romans 15:5-7, 13
 
Homily (Wedding Address) 
 
Exchange of Promises 
 
The Vows (11 versions to choose from)
 
1.	I, (name), in the presence of God and these witnesses, take you, (name), to be my wife/husband to have and to hold from this day forward, for better , for worse, for richer, for poorer, in sickness and in  health, to love and to cherish, until death parts us, and I pledge you my faithfulness. 
 
2.	I, (name), in the presence of God and this assembly, take you, (name), to be my wedded wife/husband, and promise you my wedded faithfulness, in every duty, and not to leave you, till death us do part. 
 
3.	I, (name), in the presence of God and this assembly, take thee, (name) to be my wedded wife/husband, and plight thee my troth in every duty, not to part from thee till death us do part. 
 
4.	I, (name), in the presence of God and these witnesses, take you, (name), to be my wedded wife/husband and pledge you my faithfulness in every duty, not to part from you, as long as we both shall live. 
 
5.	(name), I take you to be my wife/husband, to love you from this day forward, for better or worse, in prosperity or poverty, in sickness and in health.  I promise to love you as your wife/husband and to be faithful to you as long as we both shall live. 


 
6. 	(name), I take you to be my wife/husband, to live with from this day forward.  I promise to love you as your husband/wife, to be faithful to you, and to share my entire life with you as long as we both shall live. 
 
 
7.	I take you, (name), to be wife/husband to join with you and share all that is to come, and with the help of God, I promise to be faithful to you as he gives us life together.
 
8.	I take you to be wife/husband from the time onward, to join with you and to share all that is to come, to give and to receive, to speak and listen, to inspire and to respond, and in all circumstances of our life together to be loyal to you with my whole life and with all my being
 
9. 	I take you (name) to be my wife/husband, I promise before God and these witnesses to be your faithful husband/wife, to share with you in plenty and in want, in joy and in sorrow, in sickness and in health, to forgive and strength you, and to join with you so that together we may serve God and others as long as we both shall live. 
 
10. 	I take you (name) to be my wife/husband, and these things I promise you: I will be faithful to you and honest with you; I will respect, trust, help, and care for you; I will share my life with you; I will forgive you as we have been forgiven; And I will try with you better to understand ourselves, the world, and God; Through the best and the worst of what is to come as long as we live. 
 
11. 	I (name) take you (name) to be my wife/husband and promise my love and faithfulness as long as we both shall live. 
 

Exchange of Rings
 
Pronouncement of Marriage
 
Lighting of the Unity Candle  
 
 
 
+     +     +
 
 





























A CHECK LIST FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE

 
AS SOON AS POSSIBLE
		  
 	Fill-out “Wedding Reservation Form” and “Marriage Information Form” and return with $100.00 deposit to reserve your wedding date.
 
 	Please make sure that you have scheduled your rehearsal date/time.
 
 	Sign Up for “Saving Your Marriage Before It Starts” class.
 
 	Take online Prepare/Enrich survey.
 
 
 
 
 
4- 6 WEEKS PRIOR TO WEDDING
		  
 	Please call the church to make an appointment with Carla Hudgens to go over the music.  586-731-4490 ext. 115

  	Make sure to call Denise at the church office with your wedding bulletin choice and SKU# so that she can place the order with Warner Press.
  
 
2 WEEKS  BEFORE WEDDING
 
 	Bring marriage license (all copies, plus envelope) so that we can prepare it for the wedding.
 
 	Proof wedding bulletins, if church is printing them.
           
 	Pay balance owing — make checks payable to: Trinity Lutheran Church.
 

2

image1.png




