Brazil Medical Mission

November 6 – 17, 2009

Description

This event was the 7th medical mission to the Brazilian state of Mato Grosso du Sul sponsored by Trinity Lutheran Church of Utica, MI.  The mission provided patient care during 7 clinic days.  Nursing, medical, optical, laboratory, dental, and pharmacy services were provided at no charge.

The purpose of the mission was to show Jesus’ love through medical care to those in need.  Care was provided without regard to race, religion, gender, age etc., nor was a profession of faith required.

Locations
Clinics were operated in three locations:

1. Two clinic days were held for students, families, and staff associated with the APAE school in the town of Aquidauana.  APAE is a national organization in Brasil dedicated to special needs people.

2. Four clinic days were conducted in the Terena Indian village of Ipegue in the same region.  Patients from both Ipegue and Bananal were seen.

3. The clinic operated one day at an isolated UFMS research station along the Miranda River in the heart of the Pantanal, a large wetland area.

Personnel
Over 40 people comprised the medical mission team.  Eleven team members originated in the U.S., 2 from Guatemala, and the remainder were from Brazil.  Incorporation of Brazilian personnel is an intentional aspect of the project to model application of the gospel in a healthcare setting, and to promote development of a self-sustaining local effort in the future.

Missionaries: 4 (2 Guatemala, 2 Brazil)

Assistants: Many (U.S. and Brazil)

Team Leaders: 1 (U.S.)

Patient-care physicians: 2 (U.S.)

Physician representative UFMS: 1 (Brazil)

Medical Students: 4 (3 Brazil, 1 U.S.)

Nurse Practitioners: 1 (U.S.)

Nurses: 2 (Brazil 1, U.S. 1)

Nursing Students: 3 (Brazil)

Medical Technologists (Laboratory):  3 (2 Brazil, 1 U.S.)

Optical services: 2 (U.S.)

Dentists: 1 (Brazil)

Dental students: approximately 3 (Brazil)

Interpreters: 5 (4 Brazil, 1 U.S.)

Pharmacists: 1 (U.S.)

Motorbus Drivers: 2 (Brazil)

Cooks: several (all Brazil)

Partnerships and Supporting Organizations 

Working relationships with many organizations were critical in planning, organizing, supplying, transporting, and conducting the medical clinic.  The listing below gives a very brief summary of the role of each (in alphabetical order):
Alcon Laboratories: Donated ophthalmic and otic medications.

AmeriCares:  A nonprofit organization that donated medications.

Armed Forces of Brazil:  Provided lodging for mission team for 3 nights.

Brazil Mission Society: Office space and organizational support.

Fundação Nacional de Saúde (FUNASA):  The Brazilian health care organization for indigenous peoples.  FUNASA provided clinic locations and some medicine and equipment.  Health care delivery by FUNASA is hampered by limited personnel, especially physicians.

Igreja Evangelica Luterana Congregacao Voz da Cruz, Aquidauana, MS, Brasil:  The hosting Lutheran congregation in Brazil and home congregation of our hosting missionaries.  Provided on site assistance and logistical support.

Lion’s Club of Indiana: Provided eyeglasses sorted by optical correction.

MAP International (Medical Assistance Programs International):  A nonprofit located in Georgia (USA).  Provided donated and low cost medicines.

Shepherd’s Gate Lutheran Church, Shelby Township, MI:  Funding for medicines and clinic operation.

St. John Hospital and Medical Center, Detroit, MI:  Provided access to reimbursed medication purchases and loaned equipment for mission use.

Trinity Lutheran Church, Utica, MI:  Sponsoring organization, providing leadership, funding, and space for meeting, storage, and staging.

Universidade Federal de Mato Grosso do Sul (UFMS):  The University sent instructors and students of nursing, dentistry, and medicine to partner with the medical team to provide care.  UFMS also provided bus transportation for the team in the region.
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Medical Patients by Age, Clinic Location, and Date

Date

Nov.8

Nov.9

Nov.10

Nov.11

Nov.12

Nov.13

Nov.14

Nov.15

GRAND

Location

APAE

APAE

Bananal

Bananal

Bananal

no clinc

Pantanal

TOTAL

Pacientes

Patient ages, yrs

0 -5 anos

7

5

5

10

6

3

7

43

6 - 10 anos

6

11

3

4

8

2

3

37

11-20 anos

7

5

5

9

8

2

4

40

21-50 anos

22

25

16

15

22

8

15

123

51-70 anos

17

10

11

9

11

3

8

69

>71 anos

2

7

10

10

3

2

4

38

Total patients

61

63

50

57

58

20

0

41

350

Homens (men)

21

35

17

22

17

8

16

136

Mulheres (women)

40

38

33

35

41

12

22

221

Dental Patients by Service, Clinic Location, and Date

Classificaçao dos pacientes dentarios (Dental)

Nov.8

Nov.9

Nov.10

Nov.11

Nov.12

Nov.13

Nov.14

Nov.15

GRAND

APAE

APAE

Bananal

Bananal

Bananal

no clinca

TOTAL

Pacientes (Patients)

Limpeza

10

5

5

1

1

(tooth cleanings)

Obturaçao

14

19

4

6

7

9

(Fillings)

Extraçao

10

4

3

21

6

(Extractions)

Total

34

28

12

27

14

10

0

0

125

Homens

19

18

7

14

8

3

Mulheres

18

20

2

12

8

3

Eyeglass service by Gender, Clinic Location, and Date

Classificaçao dos pacientes Oculos (glasses)

Nov.8

Nov.9

Nov.10

Nov.11

Nov.12

Nov.13

Nov.14

Nov.15

GRAND

APAE

APAE

Bananal

Bananal

Bananal

Bananal

no clinc

TOTAL

Pacientes (patients)

homens (men)

18

27

26

21

19

16

9

mulheres (women)

39

49

17

30

27

11

11

Total

57

76

43

51

46

27

0

20

320

received glasses

46

51

35

41

40

23

19

255

(Not all patients received glasses, due to limitations in supply)
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										Classificaçao dos pacientes por Idade (patients by the age)

				Date		Nov.8		Nov.9		Nov.10		Nov.11		Nov.12		Nov.13		Nov.14		Nov.15		GRAND		fraction of

				Location		APAE		APAE		Bananal		Bananal		Bananal				no clinca				TOTAL		total number

				Pacientes

		Patient ages, yrs		0 -5 anos		7		5		5		10		6		3				7		43		0.123

				6 - 10 anos		6		11		3		4		8		2				3		37		0.106

				11-20 anos		7		5		5		9		8		2				4		40		0.114

				21-50 anos		22		25		16		15		22		8				15		123		0.351

				51-70 anos		17		10		11		9		11		3				8		69		0.197

				>71 anos		2		7		10		10		3		2				4		38		0.109

		total pts med		Total		61		63		50		57		58		20		0		41		350		1.000

				Homens men		21		35		17		22		17		8				16		136

				Mulheres women		40		38		33		35		41		12				22		221

						Principais Reclamaçoes  (Chief Complaint)

						Nov.8		Nov.9		Nov.10		Nov.11		Nov.12		Nov.13		Nov.14		Nov.15		GRAND		fraction of

						APAE		APAE		Bananal		Bananal		Bananal				no clinca				TOTAL		total number

				urinary/vaginal						8		3		7		1				8		27		0.067

				Dor Abdominal		7		3		7		11		12		1				6		47		0.117

		body aches		Dor no corpo  body ache		6		30		15		18		16		3				6		94		0.234

		headache/ear		Dor de cabeça		7		8		11		7		8		7				7		55		0.137

				Diabete		12		1						4		1				1		19		0.047

		skin/rash		Irriataçao da pele		17		3		8		8		15		3				6		60		0.149

				U.R.I.		10		12		3		6		6		5				4		46		0.114

				vermes		2		10		4		25		22		5				13		81		0.201

		total cc		Total		61		67		48		75		83		25		0		43		402

										Patient Classification by service

										Classificaçao dos pacientes por serviços

						Nov.8		Nov.9		Nov.10		Nov.11		Nov.12		Nov.13		Nov.14		Nov.15		GRAND

						APAE		APAE		Bananal		Bananal		Bananal								TOTAL

		patients		Pacientes

		Laboratory		Laboratorio		25		30		30		31		41		14				23		194

				EKG		7		4		3		9		3		2				3		31

		Pharmacy		Farmacia		57		57		47		53		58		20				36		328

		total lab/pharm		Total		89		91		80		93		102		36		0		62		553

				Homens

				Mulheres

										Classificaçao dos pacientes dentarios (Dental)

						Nov.8		Nov.9		Nov.10		Nov.11		Nov.12		Nov.13		Nov.14		Nov.15		GRAND

						APAE		APAE		Bananal		Bananal		Bananal				no clinca				TOTAL

		patients		Pacientes

		cleaning		Limpeza		10		5		5				1		1

		filling		Obturaçao		14		19		4		6		7		9

		extraction		Extraçao		10		4		3		21		6

				Total		34		28		12		27		14		10		0		0		125

				Homens		19		18		7		14		8		3

				Mulheres		18		20		2		12		8		3

		total fillings		total du obturaça										51		9						60

										Classificaçao dos pacientes Oculos (glasses)

						Nov.8		Nov.9		Nov.10		Nov.11		Nov.12		Nov.13		Nov.14		Nov.15		GRAND

						APAE		APAE		Bananal		Bananal		Bananal		Bananal		no clinca				TOTAL

				Pacientes

				homens		18		27		26		21		19		16				9

				mulheres		39		49		17		30		27		11				11

				Total		57		76		43		51		46		27		0		20		320

		received glasses		recibo oculos		46		51		35		41		40		23				19		255
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										Medical Patients by Age, Clinic Location, and Date

				Date		Nov.8		Nov.9		Nov.10		Nov.11		Nov.12		Nov.13		Nov.14		Nov.15		GRAND

				Location		APAE		APAE		Bananal		Bananal		Bananal				no clinc		Pantanal		TOTAL

				Pacientes

				Patient ages, yrs

				0 -5 anos		7		5		5		10		6		3				7		43

				6 - 10 anos		6		11		3		4		8		2				3		37

				11-20 anos		7		5		5		9		8		2				4		40

				21-50 anos		22		25		16		15		22		8				15		123

				51-70 anos		17		10		11		9		11		3				8		69

				>71 anos		2		7		10		10		3		2				4		38

				Total patients		61		63		50		57		58		20		0		41		350

				Homens (men)		21		35		17		22		17		8				16		136

				Mulheres (women)		40		38		33		35		41		12				22		221

										Dental Patients by Service, Clinic Location, and Date

										Classificaçao dos pacientes dentarios (Dental)

						Nov.8		Nov.9		Nov.10		Nov.11		Nov.12		Nov.13		Nov.14		Nov.15		GRAND

						APAE		APAE		Bananal		Bananal		Bananal				no clinca				TOTAL

				Pacientes (Patients)

				Limpeza		10		5		5				1		1

				(tooth cleanings)

				Obturaçao		14		19		4		6		7		9

				(Fillings)

				Extraçao		10		4		3		21		6

				(Extractions)

				Total		34		28		12		27		14		10		0		0		125

				Homens		19		18		7		14		8		3

				Mulheres		18		20		2		12		8		3

										Eyeglass service by Gender, Clinic Location, and Date

										Classificaçao dos pacientes Oculos (glasses)

						Nov.8		Nov.9		Nov.10		Nov.11		Nov.12		Nov.13		Nov.14		Nov.15		GRAND

						APAE		APAE		Bananal		Bananal		Bananal		Bananal		no clinc				TOTAL

				Pacientes (patients)

				homens (men)		18		27		26		21		19		16				9

				mulheres (women)		39		49		17		30		27		11				11

				Total		57		76		43		51		46		27		0		20		320

				received glasses		46		51		35		41		40		23				19		255

				(Not all patients received glasses, due to limitations in supply)
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